
What do you wish people in America understood about being a Black man? 

 

1. “Black men are living in fear of losing their life. Lack of opportunities economically keeping 
them to do better. Miseducation of the black men keeping them from moving on to the 
future.” 

2. “Respect and like each other.” 

3. “I hope people understand the continued racial separation of being black from being 
white.” 

4. “That he is mentally strong and possess a strong sense of wisdom. That he brings a lot to 
the table.” 

5. “That racism is institutionalized and pervasive. The American systems are all skewed 
against minorities. Black men and women are tired of being victimized by built-in societal 
racism. The perceived futility of seeking change is taking more and more black people to a 
dangerous tipping point.” 

6. “The playing field isn't level.” 

7. “It requires patience.” 

8. “Because black is not being against your culture, tradition, and belief. Being black does not 
mean we are different.” 

9. “The discrimination and the misunderstanding of our culture.” 

10. “We can't breathe.” 

11. “The gender inequality.” 

12. “That all we want is a fair chance and equal opportunity. To be treated equally, not based 
on the color of our skin, but because we are also deserving.” 

13. “Everyone has to be open to learn that there are usually more than 2 sides to every issue.” 

14. “They thought blacks are bad people and not worthy of to be American citizens.” 

15. “That the other side don't see him as a target, but a regular citizen. Stop the prejudice 
toward him, or any minorities.” 

16. “We're all the same race - human race. Let's see each other as brothers not like one is 
superior to another for a peaceful coexistence.” 

17. “Being black is not a crime, we didn't choose to be black we were born into it and we are 
good people.” 

18. “No everyone are criminals and should all act accordingly.” 

19. “It's uneasy just going outside to the gas station, the next street over is a risk of being 
profiled by police. Crime happens in every part of the country by ethnicity. But for a Black 
man, just looking like you fit the description, they jump out ask for ID to run your number 
for warrants so that can detain you for questioning. Looking for any reason to arrest you 
because they feel disrespected or threatened. I've got a target on me for the color of my 



skin and it's scary. Most of us are out here just trying to survive, being honest & looking for 
opportunities and options to make a better way of life for our loved ones. There are some 
of us out here who believe in holding another man accountable for doing wrong and 
encourage him to do the right thing. We are nothing to be afraid of.” 

20. “Not sure at this time.” 

21. “I wish they understand that a black man is a blessing.” 

22. “We are not inferior. Do not treat us like we are.” 

23. “That the experience is very different, and it is a daily struggle.” 

24. “That most cops are fearful of black men. Both black and white cops.” 

25. “Hard to live.” 

26. “It is hard being black in America.” 

27. “That we are people just like everyone else. We have families and we don't have to be 
treated like dogs. Every black man isn't a bad person.” 

28. “That black men are human with the same rights as others in this world that we all live in.” 

29. “I wish they understand that being a black man is not a crime and should be respected.” 

30. “It is very hard the process. They smile in your face and totally do the opposite.” 

31. “The constant fear of having to interact with law enforcement.” 

32. “I wish they understand what being black means and being hated for your skin color and 
treated unfairly.” 

33. “Police see us as a threat.” 

34. “We are all humans.” 

35. “That it is hard to deal with the racism of Americans and police officers.” 

36. “How people treat black people like dogs.” 

37. “I wish people in America realize that, whether white or black, we are the same - all 
created by God. Together we can live in peace and work together and build a better 
America.” 

38. “In being a black man, we take pride in being who we are; being made up in the eyes of 
god with a rich culture that we openly share with the world and we have feelings.” 

39. “Respect other people around the world and help other people and get to know each other 
very well and achieve the goal of doing something for yourself.” 

40. “We are not animals we are equal to every other race. Black people are kind, respectful, 
and intelligent, we just need the opportunity to show that without being attacked.” 

41. “That it's tough just going to a regular place and being looked at or judged, just because of 
the color of our skin. It's not our fault we are blessed as we are to have colored skin.” 



42. “That our life matters just as much as theirs.” 

43. “I wish they would understand that it is extremely hard to be a black man.” 

44. “We are all running this survival race.” 

45. “A lot more.” 

46. “That we should have the same exact equal rights as a white person! That we are all 
human beings and should all be treated as such.” 

47. “That we are not dangerous and each and every one are equal and that skin is just a 
color.” 

48. “That we all are the same.” 

49. “It’s hard being oppressed as early as birth.” 

50. “Being black is strength and love for all.”   

51. “More needs to be taught on true black history and inequality.” 

52. “It’s really, really hard.” 

53. “There should be justice for all mankind. You shouldn’t be judged upon the color of your 
skin. God does not see color but he sees us as human being created in His image. This is 
supposed to be the land of the free but it not.” 

54. “We are all one, doesn't matter the race. White people should learn to treat people of color 
with more respect. Say no to racism.” 

55. People look at you differently.” 

56. “That most white Americans are racist and have hatred for people of color around the 
world.” 

57. “That they're not harmful.” 

58. “WE. ARE. HUMAN. BEINGS!!!” 

59. “That it's rough and can be dangerous.” 

60. “People look at you like a bad guy.” 

61. “Wish they understand being black doesn't make us less human … We human like every 
other race and our color says nothing about who we are.” 

62. “I wish people in America would understand that being a black man is scary because we 
are at more risk of being killed than others.” 

63. “Some Americans have been indoctrinated that the white man is superior to the black, and 
this is very wrong. Americans should start teaching their children that white and black are 
the same and share same human rights.” 

64. “They are the same - like everyone.” 



65. “We have to fear for our lives because the only people we have to protect us (the police) 
are the ones that keep killing us for no reason.” 

66. “We have different struggles.” 

67. “I wish to live and have freedom.” 

68. “They can't die cause of that.” 

69. “Be proud to be black.” 

70. “We’re not all criminals so stop looking at us like we are by default.” 

71. “Because of where we came from. How we are looked upon by others.” 

72. “We are made equally.” 

73. “That we just want equal treatment.” 

74. “To end all the violence.” 

75. “They are human beings to Black lives matter.” 

76. “It's not as easy getting opportunities as it is for whites.” 

77. “They know everyone is equal no matter what.” 

78. “The struggle they face everyday to live.” 

79. “We don't intend to harm, and we can't help that we are not the same color as most 
people.” 

80. “That we are scared to get pulled over by cops.” 

81. “That times are harder, and black men have to go harder for everything because to a white 
man, it just gets handed to them.” 

82. “As a black man you have 3 strikes, you already lost a strike when you’re black.” 

83. “It's hard to be black because everyone is always judging you.” 

84. “It is very hard because we have to go through people being racist and us killing each 
other and officers trying to kill us.” 

85. “That they learn by their consequences.” 

86. “Black history.” 

87. “Trying to prove yourself every day. 

88. “People are always against them.” 

89. “That slavery happened.” 

90. “The stress of life wears down most minorities and they seem to band together for survival 
reasons. Government ordinances lead to minorities remaining in the emotion of stress so 
they give in to vices and the cycle goes to the next generation until they're properly 
educated and stable enough to face the mainstream.” 



91. “Because of the color of our skin we can't do certain things. People treat us different 
because the color of our skin keeping something that happened over 100 years ago. Why? 
Because our skin is not like others.” 

92. “Being mistreated.” 

93. “We are strong and we are harmless, we just want to be judged by our character, not our 
color.” 

94. “It’s also part of the human race.” 

95. “I wish that the cops will understand that everyone is the same. Skin color don’t matter.” 

96. “To know all human are equal.” 

97. “That he is not the demon he is portrayed by the racist cops.” 

98. “We are human, just as they are.” 

99. “We have to do more with less and when we do, white society finds a way to profit more 
than us from our efforts. Think the guy who defies the odds to make the NFL but makes no 
where near owners salary and is restricted from being an owner at the same time.” 

100. “That it's not safe to be around some white people because they may feel some type of 
way about you.” 

101. “All of us are not dangerous.” 

102. “We are all the same.” 

103. “We are human and are someone’s child, husband, and son.” 

104. “That we have to work harder for the things we want.” 

105. “That we are all the same.” 

106. “That we want to accomplish the same things as everyone else. We're not all animals.” 

107. “That we are good people and that not all black men are bad.” 

108. “That it is very difficult to live in a world where opportunities are already limited just 
because of the color of our skin.” 

109. “That we go through a lot, they just don’t get it yet.” 

110. “They need to know that everyone is the same. It doesn't matter the color of someone’s 
skin, everyone should love each other no matter what.” 

111. “That we're not treated fairly.” 

112. “The difference.” 

113. “That we are all the same, stop judging me by my appearance and judge me by the 
content of my character.” 

114. “Being Black can be real dangerous, when you’re stopped by white cops especially if it 
gets violent.” 



115. “It's a daily struggle due to our skin color.” 

116. “That the same blood flows through all our veins.” 

117. “That black lives matter too.” 

118. “As a black man, we are not a threat to anyone until someone becomes a threat to us. You 
are always held to a different standard and stereotyped into a certain group just by your 
appearance. We are normal human beings just as you, and everyone else you know 
personally.” 

119. “How hard it is to live, period. Every single choice being based off of our skin color.” 

120. “That all black men are not criminals.” 

121. “I wish people in America, since it is a free place, understood that we are all equal and that 
nobody's better than the next one, but people here just can't understand that.” 

122. “The struggle.” 

123. “That we don't do half the things they say we do.” 

124. “That we’re still all human and equal.” 

125. “Many people don't experience what it’s like to grow as a Black Man. Walking down the 
street with your friends, then all of sudden a police car is behind you and they assume you 
have drugs. White people don't go through that, so why should we.” 

126. “It’s an unfortunate way to live when you are constantly perceived as a threat to society, of 
little value/worth and is always under pressure to prove your worth.” 

127. “That we are no different from any other race and should be treated as equals.” 

128. “We need equal rights.” 

129. “It's hard being a black man.” 

130. “I don't believe there's anything that can fix that.” 

131. “That all men are not only created equally, but according to science all people have a 
distant common African ancestry. In other words, the human race came out of Africa. Also, 
as Americans, folks need to understand we're all in this world together. To make things 
work, we must all work together and look out for each other.” 

132. “That we are strong and being treated wrong.” 

133. “I wish they understood that all people should be equal, black and whites.” 

134. “That we is the most hated race.” 

135. “That we were in slavery, we never had justice.” 

136. “That our skin isn't a weapon, and every black man isn't a threat or criminal, and our lives 
matter.” 

137. “That we are constantly looked at as a threat as soon as we step out the house. Also we 
just want to be treated with the same respect as our white counterparts.” 



138. “Not all black men are aggressive and mean and some black men are actually nice people 
and you don't have to call the cops every time you see us.” 

139. “They should already and I think they do. However, when individuals are raised from birth 
to hate certain groups and instill in their children that certain races (Blacks) are bad, they 
don't belong here, they are trouble and do nasty things to their race. They should explain 
what the Black race has been through and how long it has been since it started. Nothing 
seems to have changed in explaining why Blacks are always considered a problem to the 
Caucasian race.” 

140. “Our lives matter too.” 

141. “Black man are powerful hard workers.” 

142. “Being black isn't a bad thing.” 

143. “That they are human too.” 

144. “I wish people in America understood that being a black man is just as American as every 
other race and we have the same rights as every other American.” 

145. “To understand our history, what we going through, and do research on our history so 
others would understand the pain and segregation, so people would get along and stop 
being racist towards black people in America and around the world.” 

146. “That were are not criminals. We want the same equal rights given to white people.” 

147. “That they are not bad people.” 

148. “Being black is not a crime.” 

149. “We be getting shot for no reason.” 

150. “We are human.” 

151. “It's hard anywhere you go. You have to worry about someone shooting you or what could 
happen if a cop pulls you over.” 

152. “Everyone see us different.” 

153. “Is that on the inside of all of us, what color do you see?  The same, it's the heart, mind, 
soul and spirit. Being a black man is hard. You can be a good citizen not committing 
crimes and still be scared of the police.” 

154. “That both black man and white man are human. The blacks didn't create the color for 
themselves.” 

155. “So God will take control.” 

156. “That black people are also human beings.” 

157. “That it isn't easy and that we struggle every day because of the way others prejudge us.” 

158. “That Black Men have been given a fixed deck and you expect them to understand how 
you are the dealer.” 



159. “I wish that the people in America understood the struggle of a black man. It is so 
different.” 

160. “Don't resist, because as a black male I have be taught to don't resist because they will 
use any little thing they can to hurt you.” 

161. “It is hard and it is also hard to succeed in America.” 

162. “The black men are created equal. We are human beings as well.” 

163. “Everybody is human regardless of color.” 

164. “It's a struggle.” 

165. “Racism.” 

166. “We've been oppressed for so long, you the whites have no clue as to the abuse we've 
encountered as black men, women, and children. It's a shame and disgrace and GOD 
don't like ugly, revenge is mine saith the Lord.” 

167. “I want everyone to know how it feels to live life as a black man. It's harder than you think, 
we scared to even be black but that don't stop us from feeding our children.” 

168. “We have been fighting for all our life and we're people too.” 

169. “I wish that America would understand that being a black man is really hard because you 
often feel like the country pushes you back from your true potential often times.” 

170. “That it is hard to be a man of color and living every day to be judged and have high 
expectations for you.” 

171. “How hard it is, and stop being discriminated.” 

172. “The difference between whites and blacks in America.” 

173. “The societal scares that comes from being one. Although slavery is pretty much 
abolished, racism is very much prevalent. That is why certain people in an organization 
tend to do bad acts that hurt others. The only thing is you don't always know who has the 
racist ideology until it is too late.” 

174. “I wish that black people Have a lot of security.” 

175. “HOW UNFAIR THEY ARE BY RACIALLY PROFILING THEM.” 

176. “How it is to be continually under suspicion for any sort of infraction, whether warranted or 
not.” 

177. “The struggle because of ancestors.” 

178. “That their skin is not a weapon.” 

179. “Sometimes it means being the underdog, but there are positive black men that want to do 
right by the law and create positivity in the world.” 

180. “We are NOT all the same! Some of us are genuinely hardworking citizens who don't 
deserve to have our lives taken from us.” 



181. “We all the same, not all blacks bad influence.” 

182. “Being black is a blessing.” 

183. “If you’re not black man you don't understand what a black man goes though.” 

184. “The difficulty in trying to get your children to understand why they may be treated 
differently by certain people when they did absolutely nothing wrong.” 

185. “That it is challenging and that it is not the same as being white, because we face 
discrimination in the workplace and many other areas in life.” 

186. “That we want peace.” 

187. How hard it is to succeed in today’s world of racism.” 

188. “Being labeled from our 1st breath. Every negative connotation you can imagine without 
even getting to know the individual. 400+ years isn't going to change overnight.” 

189. “That black men have a right to be treated equally without prejudice.” 

190. “I wish people understood our history and why it's not easy to just pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps.” 

191. “That just because we are black does not mean we are dangerous.” 

192. “We are human being just like you, we should be respected and treated equally.” 

193. “We don’t all do drugs “ 

194. “The rules only benefit white people.“ 

195. “We are not gangsters we are normal people like them.“ 

196. “We don’t have the same opportunities as white people.“ 

197. “Our opportunities are limited.“ 

198. “Stop killing our people.“ 

199. “We are all humans, we are all equal, we shouldn't just think "oh I'm better because I'm white and 

you’re black". 

200. “Everyone is not treated the same.“ 


